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President’s Welcome
Welcome to the third annual ARC Air Derby! For almost 

50 years, the Air Race Classic has hosted our traditional 

cross-country race. With roots dating back to the 1929 

Women’s Air Derby, the current Air Race Classic is a 501(c)

(3) organization focused on encouraging and educating 

women pilots and preserving and promoting the tradition 

of female aviation pioneers. Participants discover that the 

Air Race Classic is an exceptional experience that allows 

each woman to grow and develop, explore new interests, 

make new friends, and be challenged to fully realize her 

aviation potential. The lady racers who participate in the 

Air Race Classic embody some of the finest female avia-

tors flying today, representing multiple facets of women 

in aviation in our industry.

In 2021, we held the inaugural ARC Air Derby, A Twist on 

Tradition! Since then, we have welcomed over 200 new 

participants, some who have joined us for the traditional Air 

Race Classic, while most have been introduced to wom-

en’s air racing for the first time. This year, we have a new 

twist on tradition: we welcome men to join the teams and 

experience the fun and education of this unique event!

Fly where you are and when you want! Air Derby pilots 

and team members create their own routes in their local 

areas, each team having a unique route. They pick their 

one day to fly in a 10-day window. 

Participants range in age from 17 to 86 and Air Derby 

routes have been flown in the United States, Australia, the 

Bahamas, and New Zealand. We are excited by everyone’s 

enthusiasm and are happy to continue this new and dif-

ferent event for women and men pilots around the world. 

On behalf of the Board of Directors and all of the vol-

unteers who have worked on the Air Derby, I welcome 

you and hope you enjoy what we have worked so hard to 

present- The 2025 ARC Air Derby!

Donna Harris | ARC President
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The Air Race Classic, Inc. 

Board of Directors

Donna Harris  
President | San Juan Capo, CA

Alicia Sikes 
Safety | Quakertown, PA 

Amy Myzie 
Flemington, NJ

Lin Caywood 
Vice President | Frederick, MD 

Lorraine Denby 
Berkeley Heights, NJ

Joelene Smith  
Avon, IN 

Lydia Baldwin 
Treasurer | Fort Collins, CO

Emmy Dillon 
Sparks, NV

Mary Wunder 
Collegeville, PA

Sherry Kandle  
Secretary | Boise, ID

Shelley Ewalt  
Princeton, NJ

 

Assistant Directors

Meredith Boardman 
Murfreesboro, TN 

Kali Hague 
Washington D.C. 

Terry Nitz 
Fredericksburg, VA 

Rebecca Carroll  
Aurora, CO 

Amy Hills  
Avon, IN

Michelle Noland  
Farmington, MN 

Theresa White  
Concrete, WA

Alison Chalker  
Newtown, PA

Gretchen Jahn 
Broomfield, CO 

Nancy Rohr  
Bear, DE 

Marolyn Wilson 
Whitesboro, NY

Linda Evans 
North Wales, PA

Robin Laws 
Denver, CO

Jeneanne Visser 
Grimes, IA 

The Air Race Classic Board of Directors is a diverse group of volunteers who plan and organize 
each year’s race. Each board member donates energy, time and resources to continue and 
enhance the traditions of the Air Race Classic. They cover all their own expenses related to the 
race and any associated meetings.

Members of the ARC Board are bound by a Code of Conduct and a Code of Ethics. These codes 
dictate the behavior expected of Board members as they interact with other members and with 
those outside the organization and set out principles to mitigate conflicts of interest when Board 
members are racing or serving as race officials. Board member adherence to these codes is taken 
very seriously, and a member can be removed for non-compliance.

The Board is composed of 9-12 directors plus assistant directors, with support from past presidents, 
former directors and a host of volunteers across the country. New members are invited to join the 
board based on the needs of the organization.
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2025 GENERAL INFORMATION

Your Route, Your Day
You choose the route; you choose the day you fly.

OCT 1-14 
FRIDAY THROUGH SUNDAY 

Track Files Submittal Deadline
Due within 24 hours of completing the flight.

OCTOBER 14
11:59 EDT

ARC Air Derby Virtual Awards Banquet 
Facebook Live

OCTOBER 17
19:00-19:30 EDT

The ARC Air Derby Routes
YOUR ROUTE, YOUR DAY

Follow us at derby.airraceclassic.org
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A CENTURY OF INTEGRITY IN INFRASTRUCTURE

Pictured: Fairhope Terminal Building, Fairhope, Alabama
866.VOLKERT  q  VOLKERT.COM

A CENTURY OF INTEGRITY IN INFRASTRUCTURE

Pictured: Fairhope Terminal Building, Fairhope, Alabama
866.VOLKERT  q  VOLKERT.COM
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George Ludwiczak (Medina, OH) is flying his 1st 
ARC Air Derby! Welcome! He is a Commercial pi-
lot, single- and multi-engine land, with complex 
and high-performance endorsements; single-en-
gine Instrument Flight Instructor credentials; and 
604 flight hours.

George has been a flight instructor at Kent State 
University for a year. In his time of instructing, he 
has had many moments inside the airplane that he 
has enjoyed with his students. When asked why he 
is flying in the Air Derby, he said, “Because I am all 
about going up against the best of the best. I am 
always looking for new experiences and I am in-
terested in trying out a new experience like this.” 
In a previous flight competition, George shares a 
humorous experience when a rule got added be-
cause of him! The competition had omitted his 
score and, according to the rules, it was final. He 
appealed at the council meeting and got the cur-
rent rule reversed so his score would count. A new 
rule was created! George is really into flying re-
mote controlled airplanes and is an avid boater. He 

has competed in multiple demolition derbies and 
has won three races. He also enjoys long walks on 
the beach.

Welcome back, Lucy Altwies (Alexandria, VA), to 
her 2nd ARC Air Derby! She is a Private pilot, single-
engine land, with 160 flight hours.

Lucy is a student at Kent State University, working 
on her Commercial rating. She is an active member 
of the Kent State Precision Flight Team as part of 
the Computer Accuracy and Short-Field Landings 
events. She enjoys competition as a motivator to 
improve as a pilot. Lucy is flying the Air Derby be-
cause “I flew as an extra teammate last year and I 
want to take the controls to improve the planning 
and try to place higher than last year!” During the 
2024 Air Derby, Lucy’s former and current instruc-
tors flew with Lucy. The night the route submis-
sions were due, they frantically searched their re-
cords to try and gather the data needed to validate 
their race because Foreflight did not collect every-
thing they needed! Lucy enjoys hiking, especially 
in the Cuyahoga Valley National Park. She finds it 
super relaxing and is excited to find more trails near 
her campus. In her spare time, Lucy also enjoys 
baking, especially for the airport staff.

Sponsors: Joseph Matthew Culek; Timothy Palcho

Meet the 2025 Derby Contestants

100 | Shake ‘n’ Bake
GEORGE LUDWICZAK & LUCY ALTWIES 
CESSNA SKYHAWK 172S
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Lenora Lewis (Portland, ME) is flying her 1st ARC Air 

Derby! Welcome! She is a Private pilot, single-engine 

land, with Advanced Ground Instructor credentials, and 

153 flight hours.

Lenora is currently the Flight School Administrator 

working alongside the Chief Flight Instructor at South-

ern Maine Aviation. Prior to her current job, she worked 

the front desk at the local FBO and is working toward 

becoming a flight instructor. Lenora raced in the 2024 

Air Race Classic and “found a love of flying to new places 

and flight paths outside of my comfort zone. My goal 

in the Air Derby is to travel to 3 new airports, at least!”  

Lenora has a small business where she designs stick-

ers, shirts, and other things in order to pay for her flight 

training. She finds herself very creative and imaginative, 

and can’t wait to use those skills in the Air Derby! She is 

a member of the Boston Chapter of 99s.

Welcome, Marisa Jordan (Berwick, ME), to her 1st 
ARC Air Derby! She is a Commercial pilot, single-engine 

land, with a high-performance endorsement; single-engine 

Instrument Flight Instructor and Advanced and Instrument 

Ground Instructor credentials; with 607 flight hours.

Marisa is a former flight attendant and a current Certi-

fied Flight Instructor. She loves that it is unique having a 

student solo for the first time and she gets to be part of 

their journey. Marisa is flying in the Air Derby because 

“any excuse to fly with other women in aviation is so 

special! I love seeing where other teams fly, as well. It’s a 

great opportunity to fly to new places and see more of 

my state.” Marisa’s great grandmother flew airplanes, as 

did Marisa’s mom, but she is the first licensed woman to 

fly in her family. She loves hiking with her husband and 

their 3 children. She also enjoys sewing, crocheting and 

playing the piano.

Sponsors: Jim Knowles; Southern Maine Aviation

101 | The Mainely Plane Janes
LENORA LEWIS & MARISA JORDAN 
DIAMOND DA40
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Sue Tholan (Kennebunk, ME) is flying her 1st ARC 
Air Derby! Welcome! She is a Commercial pilot, single-

engine land and sea, multi-engine land, with complex, 

high-performance and tailwheel endorsements; single- 

and multi-engine Instrument Flight Instructor creden-

tials; and 3,200 flight hours.

Sue has had a lot of different occupations and careers. 

She started as a physicist, then process engineer, dura-

bility aerospace engineer, data architect, and a cloud so-

lution architect. Sue is flying the Air Derby “just because! 

I wanted to try something new and thought, ‘why not’!”

Welcome, Elizabeth “Lizzy” Sprague (North Water-
boro, ME), to her 1st ARC Air Derby! She is a Private 

pilot, single-engine land, with 165 flight hours.

Lizzy is currently a dispatcher at Southern Maine Avia-

tion, proud Tri-Champ 85B owner, and is building In-

strument/Commercial time. She’s just begun the much 

longer journey of a lifetime in aviation! Lizzy says about 

flying in the Air Derby, “Each flight is more than just a log 

book entry. Always seeking something new and excit-

ing, I’m flying the Derby to add another experience to 

my toolbox, see a new angle of the sky, and clouds I’ve 

never seen before.” She is an avid adventure seeker with 

her fiancé, a violinist of 17 years, and is usually found 

wrapped up in studying for the next chapter in her life 

and career. Lizzy is a member of the Katahdin Wings 

Chapter of 99s.

Sponsors: Southern Maine Aviation; Jim Knowles

102 | SMA Loons
SUE THOLAN & ELIZABETH SPRAGUE 
DIAMOND DA40
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Cheryl McCord (Kuna, ID) is flying her 3rd ARC Air 

Derby! Welcome back! She is a Private pilot, single-en-

gine land, with a high-performance endorsement; a Re-

mote Pilot Certificate for Drones; and 620 flight hours.

Cheryl recently retired from a 28-year career with 

Hewlett Packard. She had varying roles as a financial 

analyst in many aspects of the business, from supply 

chain and operations to marketing. Her teams were in 

countries around the world and she had opportunities 

to travel and live abroad. When asked why she is flying 

in the Air Derby, Cheryl said, “I am looking forward to the 

derby to learn more about my plane, fly to new places, 

get to know other pilots, and hone my skills. This race 

format is exciting because it offers flexibility along with a 

new set of challenges to more participants.” In 2019, the 

90th anniversary of women’s air racing, Cheryl decided to 

live the race through those who had done it before. She 

researched and created a presentation, “Idaho’s Role in 

Women’s Air Racing”. Flying became an important part of 

Cheryl’s life a few years ago. She had not planned to get 

her pilot certificate even though she and her husband 

enjoy many trips in their Cessna 185. Cheryl got certified 

in 2016 and purchased a Cessna 172XP in 2018.  Cheryl 

is a member of the Idaho Chapter of 99s and a member-

at-large of Women in Aviation.

Welcome, Jodi Riley (Eagle, ID), to her 1st ARC Air 

Derby! She is a Student pilot, single-engine land, with 

238 flight hours.

Jodi fell in love with aviation when she first stepped 

onto the Carswell Air Force Base flightline as a young air-

man many years ago. Although she did not fly during her 

25-year Air Force career, she knew she would be a pilot 

someday. After starting her second career as a teacher, 

she began her flight training. Jodi is flying the Air Derby 

with one of her good friends and mentors from the 99s. 

She is excited to fly with Cheryl “after experiencing the 

fun of this year’s Air Race Classic as a volunteer time-

keeper at the KJER stop.” When not flying, Jodi enjoys 

spending time with her family, hiking and traveling. She 

substitutes at her former school, keeping in touch with 

her colleagues and students. A huge proponent of trade 

careers, she also volunteers as a scholarship reviewer for 

a large regional trade school.  Jodi is a member of the 

Idaho Chapter of 99s and a member-at-large of Women 

in Aviation.

Sponsor: Earth Point

103 | Drag’nFly
CHERYL MCCORD & JODI RILEY 
CESSNA SKYHAWK 172XP
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Kaitlin “Katie” Palmer (Colorado Springs, CO) is fly-

ing her 1st ARC Air Derby! Welcome! She is a Private 

pilot, single-engine land, with high-performance and 

tailwheel endorsements; Basic Ground Instructor cre-

dentials; and 226 flight hours.

Katie is an Audiologist and currently works for the 

Eastern Colorado VA Healthcare system. She earned her 

doctorate of Audiology (Au.D.) in May 2019 and start-

ed her career at the Dallas VA after graduation. In total, 

she has more than 7 years of federal service with the 

VA. Katie is flying in the Air Derby because “I joined the 

99s in 2022, shortly before earning my Private Pilot cer-

tificate. Currently, I am chairperson for the Pikes Peak 

chapter. I would love to fly the Air Race Classic but have 

no experience with air racing. The Derby seems like the 

perfect introduction!” Katie is a third-generation pilot. 

Her grandfather earned his pilot certificate in 1963 in a 

J3 cub. Katie earned her sport pilot certificate in 2015 

in a J3 cub! Katie, her grandfather, and father all felt a 

good foundation of stick and rudder skills was critical, so 

her first 48 hours of flying were in a tailwheel! Katie is a 

member of the Pikes Peak Chapter of 99s.

Welcome, Annika York (Colorado Springs, CO), to 

her 1st ARC Air Derby! She is a Commercial pilot, sin-

gle-engine land, with Advanced Ground Instructor cre-

dentials, and 540 flight hours.

Annika is currently working part-time for iFly Colorado 

Springs as a Customer Service Representative. She also 

volunteers as a Co-Lead for a Disaster Cycle Services 

program at the American Red Cross National Headquar-

ters and as the Pikes Peak 99s Chapter Vice Chairman. 

Annika says, “I am flying the Derby as a fun flying chal-

lenge to complete.” She earned her Private Pilot certifi-

cate 20 years ago and, in the last 3 years, has attained 

her Instrument rating, Commercial certificate and plans 

to have her CFI by October of this year. Outside of fly-

ing, she enjoys spending time with friends and family, 

spending time outside, learning new things and reading. 

Annika is a member of the Pikes Peak Chapter of 99s and 

the Mile High Chapter of Women in Aviation.

104 | Tiger Lilies
KAITLIN PALMER & ANNIKA YORK 
GRUMMAN TIGER AA5B
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Megan Fessler (Longview, TX) is flying her 1st ARC 

Air Derby! Welcome! She is a Private pilot, single-en-

gine land, with high-performance and tailwheel en-

dorsements, and 276 flight hours.

Along with her sister, Megan is a fifth-generation pi-

lot! In the past 18 months, she has flown Cessnas, Piper 

Cubs, Cirruses, Citabrias, and, best of all…the XCub she 

and her dad kit-built together!! She recently received her 

instrument rating and is currently training for her Com-

mercial multi-engine rating! Megan is flying in the derby 

because “I so enjoy the opportunity for mastery and pre-

cision that comes with flying. The more time I spend 

in the airplane, the more capable I see myself. I am ex-

cited to continue practicing this skill by flying the Derby!” 

Megan’s greatest hobby is flying, although she under-

stands she can’t spend all of her time in the air. Thus, 

she also enjoys cooking, running, crocheting, teaching, 

and puzzles. Having been to culinary school, she’d like 

to see more quality restaurants on airport fields (maybe 

she can start one!).  Megan is a member of the San An-

tonio Chapter of 99s and a member-at-large of Women 

in Aviation.

Kierstyn Pierce (Fishersville, VA) is also flying her 1st 

Air Derby! She is a Private pilot, single-engine land, with 

a tailwheel endorsement, and 90 hours in her log book!

Kierstyn obtained her Private Pilot certificate when she 

was 18 years old through training at Eagle’s Nest Airport 

in Waynesboro, Virginia. She is currently in her second 

year at LeTourneau University, pursuing a degree in Mis-

sion Aviation Professional Flight and Maintenance. Kier-

styn is “excited to fly the derby because I have heard it’s 

a lot of fun but also puts your skills to the test through 

planning versus reality. Also, I am looking forward to fly-

ing with fellow LeTourneau aviators as we represent our 

school.” Flying is Kierstyn’s favorite hobby of all, but she 

also enjoys listening to music and drumming. Addition-

ally, she loves the Lord, golfing, and the movie, Interstel-

lar. Kierstyn is a member-at-large of Women in Aviation.

Welcome, Connor Yeatman (Longview, TX), to his 

1st ARC Air Derby! He is a Commercial pilot, single- and 

multi-engine land, with complex and tailwheel endorse-

ments; a Remote Pilot Certificate for Drones; single- and 

multi-engine Instrument Flight Instructor and Advanced 

Ground Instructor credentials; an Airframe & Powerplant 

certificate; and 746 flight hours.

Connor has been teaching at LeTourneau University a 

year and enjoys teaching and working with the people 

there. He is in the Envoy Cadet program, working toward 

his R-ATP minimums. Connor participated at NIFA com-

petitions during his time at college. When asked why 

he is flying in the Air Derby, Connor responded, “During 

my discovery flight in 2016, I fell in love with aviation. 

I’m grateful for the opportunity to see the world from a 

different perspective than most people. The fact that I 

can fly with like-minded individuals and have fun while 

maintaining a high level of safety is why I chose to fly in 

the Derby.” Connor loves cats! During high school, he 

fostered over 50 cats, including underage kittens both 

with and without a mom, until they were old enough to 

get adopted into forever homes. He really enjoyed see-

ing them grow and spread joy in their new homes.

105 | Slayforce One
MEGAN FESSLER, KIERSTYN PIERCE  
& CONNOR YEATMAN 
CESSNA SKYHAWK 172S
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Christin Wisniewski (Wendell, ID) is flying her 1st ARC 

Air Derby! Welcome! She is a Private pilot, single-engine 

land, with a tailwheel endorsement, and 157 flight hours.

Christin is a student at LeTourneau University study-

ing aircraft maintenance and flight. She just earned her 

Private Pilot certificate in February 2025 and is currently 

working toward getting her Instrument rating. When 

asked why she is participating in the Air Derby, Chris-

tin said “I think the Derby will be a good opportunity to 

further my flight planning and piloting skills.” When not 

doing homework, Christin enjoys being outdoors, go-

ing on hikes and backpacking. She also likes to read and 

drink tea. After graduation, Christin would like to serve as 

a missionary pilot/mechanic overseas.

Christopher “Kip” Lascelles (Lindale, TX) is also fly-

ing his first Air Derby! Welcome! He is a Commercial 

pilot, single- and multi-engine land, with complex and 

tailwheel endorsements; and 214 hours in his log book.

Kip started flying in 2019. Kip says, “I want to fly in the 

derby so that I can spend time with my friends in the air.” 

Aside from flying, Kip loves to go camping with his friends 

in state parks. He loves listening to music, playing the pia-

no and guitar, and he also sings. Kip also likes to sail.

Welcome, Hojean Jin (Longview, TX), to his 1st ARC 

Air Derby! He is a Commercial pilot, single- and multi-

engine land, with complex and tailwheel endorsements; 

an Airframe & Powerplant certificate; Certified Flight In-

structor credentials; and 910 flight hours.

Hojean graduated from LeTourneau University in Pro-

fessional Pilot with Maintenance concentration in May 

of 2024. He is currently a flight instructor at LeTourneau 

University and has been instructing over a year. Hojean 

is participating in the Air Derby because “I have heard 

about the Air Race and always wanted to participate in it. 

Now that it is a co-ed Derby race, I am qualified to com-

pete.” Hojean likes to hang out with his friends and talk 

about life. Additionally, he likes to play sports and spend 

time with his family. He was also a helicopter door gun-

ner/crewmen on the KUH-1.

106 | Little Yeagers
CHRISTIN WISNIEWSKI,  
CHRISTOPHER LASCELLES & HOJEAN JIN 
CESSNA SKYHAWK 172S
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Bailey Broughton (Longview, TX) is flying her 1st 

ARC Air Derby! Welcome! She is a Private pilot, single-

engine land, with a tailwheel endorsement, and 164 

flight hours.

Bailey says attending LeTourneau University has 

shaped her in many ways, both personally and profes-

sionally. Through her college experience, she has gained 

valuable knowledge and flight time in Cessna 172s (for 

her Instrument training), 152s and 150s during NIFA. She 

earned her Private Pilot certificate in a Citabria and has 

started working on her multi-engine rating. Of the Air 

Derby, Bailey says, “I am joining the Air Derby to chal-

lenge myself, expand my knowledge, and collaborate 

with my fellow aviators.” She obviously loves flying, but 

she enjoys flying most with her dad who introduced her 

to the aviation world. Bailey is so grateful to share it with 

him! She loves competing at all things, but it is so much 

more fun in planes and she is excited to participate with 

her teammates and friends.

Welcome, Ruoyu “Nathan” Zhou (Longview, TX), to 

his 1st ARC Air Derby! He is a Private pilot, single-engine 

land, with a tailwheel endorsement and 180 flight hours.

Nathan is currently a student at Letourneau Univer-

sity studying Aviation. He recently earned his Instrument 

rating. He has worked as a dispatcher at the university, 

managing the fleet of aircraft. He is also working as a 

supplement instructor for the Instrument Ground School 

class. Nathan is flying in the Air Derby, “to broaden my 

aviation experience and use this opportunity to become 

a better pilot, compete against other teams, and meet 

new people. I would also like to fly in the Derby simply 

because I get to fly an airplane.” Nathan is on the NIFA 

flight team for his school and has competed in the E6B 

event. He is an international student from Zambia and 

really enjoys playing sports and being outdoors.

Juan Aguirre Gutierrez (Longview, TX), is flying his 

1st ARC Air Derby! Welcome! He is a Commercial Pilot, 

single- and multi-engine land, with complex and tail-

wheel endorsements; Certified Flight Instructor-Instru-

ment credentials; and 635 hours in his log book.

Juan started his aviation career at LeTourneau Univer-

sity, where he earned his Private and Commercial cer-

tifiates, single- and multi-engine, and CFI and CFII cer-

tificates. He has instructed for over a year now, and is 

currently the Assistant Chief Flight Instructor at LeTour-

neau University. Juan is flying the Air Derby because 

he is “passionate about aviation and the way it brings 

people together. Aviation is a catalyst for relationships 

and community, and there is nothing that embraces 

that unity more than the Derby.” He loves meeting new 

people and learning about how they view life. Juan is 

originally from Colombia, and there is nothing that he 

enjoys more (apart from flying) than sitting with people 

with some good coffee and good food to hear about 

their life stories.

107 | International Express
BAILEY BROUGHTON, RUOYU ZHOU 
& JUAN AGUIRRE GUTIERREZ 
CESSNA SKYHAWK 172S
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Saelyr Hunt (Tyler, TX) is flying her 1st ARC Air Der-

by! Welcome! She is a Private pilot, single-engine land, 

with a tailwheel endorsement, and 175 flight hours.

Saelyr is a full-time student at LeTourneau University 

studying for her Bachelor of Science degree in Aviation 

Management with a concentration in Professional Flight. 

She is flying in the Air Derby because “I am interested in 

getting involved in more aviation events and the Der-

by will allow me to gain more experience on VFR flight 

planning and precision flying.” Saelyr is the current Pres-

ident of the Women’s Aviation Society and a member 

of the NIFA Sting Precision Flight Team at LeTourneau 

University. She is currently finishing up her Commercial 

multi-engine training.

Welcome back, Samuel “Dalton” Jamison (Gilmer, 

TX), to his 2nd ARC Air Derby! He is a Commercial pilot, 

single- and multi-engine land, with complex, high-per-

formance and tailwheel endorsements; Certified Flight 

Instructor-Instrument credentials; and 940 flight hours.

Dalton is currently flight instructing at LeTourneau 

University. He began flight instruction in January of 

2024 and has been enjoying passing on his aviation 

knowledge to others. He earned his Bachelor’s degree in 

Aviation Management with Professional Flight allowing 

him to obtain all of the ratings he holds. Dalton says of 

the Air Derby, “I want to fly the derby because it sounds 

like a fun experience where I get to apply my skills and 

knowledge I have obtained.” Outside of aviation, Dalton 

enjoys the outdoors such as camping, hiking, and fish-

ing. Aviation has allowed him to gather a new perspec-

tive of God’s beauty of his creation. 

108 | Wingin’ It
SAELYR HUNT & SAMUEL JAMISON 
CESSNA SKYHAWK 172S
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Chelsea Olson (Renton, WA) is flying her 1st ARC Air 

Derby! Welcome! She is a Private pilot, single-engine 

land, with Advanced and Instrument Ground Instructor 

credentials; a Remote Pilot Certificate for Drones; and 

232 flight hours.

Chelsea has been working in the aviation and space in-

dustries since she was in high school. She has 10+ years 

in the industry and loves to tinker with electrical designs 

and explore the magic of flight. Her ultimate career goal is 

to work toward being a chief technical lead of an aircraft 

program or test pilot! Chelsea is flying the Derby “to learn 

more about flying in the Air Race Classic. I followed this 

year’s race and am excited to look into next year’s race. 

I’ve never raced or flown in a competition like this, so I’m 

excited to learn more and experience the Derby in Oc-

tober!” She has wanted to be an astronaut since she was 

little, and has grown up around flight through her parents 

and the Museum of Flight in Seattle. Chelsea has fostered 

dozens of animals for Seattle Humane and is looking for-

ward to doing more flights with Pilots n Paws! Chelsea is 

a member of the Western Washington Chapter of 99s and 

the Washington State Chapter of Women in Aviation.

Welcome, Hannah Olson (Burien, WA), to her 1st 

ARC Air Derby! She is a Commercial pilot, single- and 

multi-engine land, with Certified Flight and Advanced 

and Instrument Ground Instructor credentials; with 1,515 

flight hours.

Hannah is currently an independent instructor as well 

as a flight attendant. She started flying at the end of 2019 

and got her Private Pilot certificate in early 2020. She 

then completed Instrument, Commercial and Certified 

Flight Instructor training. She began teaching in Nevada 

in 2022 before transitioning to teaching in Seattle in 

2023. Hannah says, “I am flying the derby to have fun 

with a former student and now friend. I love to get out 

in the sky and enjoy the gorgeous area we live in.” When 

she has free time, Hannah likes to explore fun airports. 

She tries to combine her love of eating with her love of 

flying and likes to add as many new airport restaurants 

to her list as she can. Hannah is also a blimp fanatic and 

was thrilled to see the Goodyear blimp at OshKosh this 

year and again at a local airport. Hannah is a member of 

the Greater Seattle Chapter of 99s and the Washington 

109 | Jet City Girls
CHELSEA OLSON & HANNAH MCMAHON 
CESSNA 152
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201 | Rostron Express
REBECCA CUTRI-KOHART & BYRON RODGERS 
MOONEY 201 M20J

Rebecca Cutri-Kohart (Alexandria, VA) is back for her 

2nd ARC Air Derby! Welcome back! She is a Private pilot, 

single-engine land, with 786 flight hours.

Rebecca is originally an aerospace engineer at NASA 

for Space Shuttle mission control, then a trial lawyer for 

the Department of Justice, and most recently a lawyer 

for SpaceX. She is returning to the Air Derby because 

“I love the challenge of the race and connecting with 

other awesome women pilots.” Rebecca’s first general 

aviation flight was at a 99’s event. She has been flying 

since she was 15 years old. Rebecca loves to read sci-

ence fiction and dabbles in alligator wrestling!

Welcome back, Byron Rodgers (Alexandria, VA), to his 

2nd ARC Air Derby! He is an Airline Transport Pilot, sin-

gle- and multi-engine land, with complex and high-per-

formance endorsements; a jet type rating; Certified Flight 

Instructor-Instrument credentials for both single- and 

multi-engine; Basic, Advanced, and Instrument Ground 

Instructor credentials; Airplane & Powerplant and Inspec-

tion Authorization certificates; and 14,700 flight hours.

Byron is currently a United Airlines A320 captain. He 

previously served as First Officer on a 737, as a 747 cap-

tain for a cargo airline, as well as a regional jet and Beech 

1900 captain. Byron has flight instructed and flown piston 

twins. He owns an airplane maintenance shop, RPM Air-

craft Service, in the DC area. Byron said he is flying in the 

Air Derby because “My wife talked to me into it. Sounds 

like fun. I really got into the planning and following the 

Air Race Classic this summer, more than I thought I 

would actually, so it seems like a good organization to 

be part of. And I am always up for a good air race.” Byron 

loves airplanes, of course; he wrenches on them as well 

as flies them. Bryon and Rebecca have raced their plane 

for the whole 14 years they have owned it. For lower al-

titudes and slower speeds, Byron has a Porsche 911 GT3 

for twisty country roads.
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Airports are vital community partners, fueling economic growth and connecting business 
and travelers to opportunities and home. And Garver is the trusted partner of commercial 
and general airports across the country — planning, designing, and constructing essential 
airport infrastructure including airfield pavement, lighting, navigational aids, hangars, fuel 
farms, and more. 

We’re invested in our communities and committed to helping the airports that support 
them grow and prosper.

Supporting airports,
elevating communities

GarverUSA.com

I joined the WMU Air Race Classic Team to push my limits and gain a 
broader, more diverse experience as a pilot. The rich tradition of women’s 
air racing not only inspired me to pursue a career in aviation but also 
became a mission I am proud to champion. Racing for WMU has given me 
invaluable skills, lifelong connections, and tremendous personal growth. 
Now, I look forward to leading my team through an exciting and 
demanding new route across the Rocky Mountains and the U.S.

Republic Airways is a strong supporter 
of women in aviation. If you aspire to 
pursue a career as a pilot, land your 
flying aspirations at Republic.

To learn more about aviation opportunities for women 
and all interested individuals, visit careers.rjet.com. @RepublicAirways

EMPOWERING WOMEN THROUGH FLIGHT
Celebrating the Women’s Air Race Classic
Today’s women in aviation are increasingly being given opportunities to live their dreams of taking 
flight, especially here at the 48th Annual Air Race Classic.

“
”
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"A superior pilot  
is one who uses her  

superior judgment to  
keep out of situations 
 that might require her 

superior skills."
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A world class aviation Museum, rich in 
aviatrix history situated on a 

picturesque campus 
adjacent to the Tullahoma, Tennessee 

Municipal Airport (KTHA)

570 Old Shelbyville Highway
Tullahoma, TN 37388

www.beechcrafthm.org • 931-455-1974
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 The A.D. Toolbox ONLINE TM

By

Account Manager
(540) 217-4471

FAA Requirements:

Run your Shop & Meet the FAA’s Requirements

Matthew Davison
matt@airworthinessdirectives.com

BONUS Tools:
Work Orders  ▪  Invoicing  ▪  Maintenance   ▪  Parts List  ▪  Parts List Releases   
A/C Profiles   ▪  Customer List   ▪  100 Hr Checklist

AD Reports  ▪  337’s  ▪  Logbook Entries  ▪ IA Activity Report 

What IS the AD Toolbox?

Sign-up 
for

a 10-Day
Free
Trial

 A one-stop shop for FAA Compliance & business tools.
Getting Started is easy and we provide Quick Start Guides to help!
Contact me for a tour of AD Toolbox.

Take a tour 
of the

AD Toolbox

✦ Simple and Intuitive EFB

✦ �lert�� 0errain� 0ra��i-

✦ ,ealPlan� �utomate�

    Flight Planning

Hangar C 

Booth 3052
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T O P  WAYST O P  WAYS   
T O  H E L PT O  H E L P   

D O N A T E :  
T I M E ,  M O N E Y,  D I S C O V E R Y  F L I G H T S ,
S U P P L I E S  F R O M  O U R  W I S H L I S T  

R E C R U I T :  
H E L P  U S  F I N D  C A M P E R S  A G E  
1 0 - 1 4  O R  T H O S E  W H O  C A N
V O L U N T E E R  T H E I R  T I M E

V O L U N T E E R :  
E M A I L  U S  F O R  M O R E  I N F O  O N  O U R
M A N Y  R O L E S  O R  S C A N  O U R  Q R
B E L O W  T O  A P P L Y  O N  O U R  W E B S I T E

S H A R E :  
F O L L O W  U S  O N  O U R  S O C I A L  M E D I A S ,
R E P O S T  O R  S H A R E  U S  T O  O T H E R S  

@ P R E F L I G H T C A M P

I N F O @ P R E F L I G H T C A M P . C O M

P R E F L I G H T C A M P . C O M

R A C E  T O  P R E F L I G H T  
W H E R E  F U T U R E  A V I A T O R S  T A K E  O F F

P R O U D  T O  S U P P O R T  
T H E  W O M E N  F L Y I N G  I N  

T O D A Y ’ S  R A C E S  A N D  
T O M O R R O W ’ S  S K I E S

G O O D  L U C K  R AC E R S !

P R E F L I G H T  I S  A
5 0 1 C 3  N O N P R O F I T
T H A T  P R O V I D E S  A

S I X - D A Y  A V I A T I O N
C A M P  A N D

M E N T O R S H I P
P R O G R A M  F O R  G I R L S
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800-247-7693 | 817-557-5857
FAX 817-557-5858 | info@airpowerinc.com

 4900 South Collins | Arlington Municipal Airport
Arlington, TX  76018

www.airpowerinc.com

Your premier destination  
for comprehensive aviation services.

info@aspireaviation.net | 251-207-1777 
aspireaviation.net

800-247-7693 | 817-557-5857
FAX 817-557-5858 | info@airpowerinc.com

 4900 South Collins | Arlington Municipal Airport
Arlington, TX  76018

www.airpowerinc.com
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It takes many to make this Derby fly each year.  
You can be one of those unique individuals.  

Contact us for more information 

Consider Volunteering FOR TEAM ARC

General: info@airraceclassic.org

Airplane & Inspection: airplane@airraceclassic.org

Education: education@airraceclassic.org

Entry Administration: entryadmin@airraceclassic.org 

Program & Advertising: program@airraceclassic.org 

Publicity: publicity@airraceclassic.org

Route: route@airraceclassic.org 

Silent Auction: finance@airraceclassic.org 

Sponsors/Support: finance@airraceclassic.org

Treasurer: treasurer@airraceclassic.org

Webmaster: webmaster@airraceclassic.org
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ARC Past Presidents

Since the first Air Race Classic in 1977, over 
1,000 women pilots have flown the ARC. Racers 
have flown to hundreds of airports across the 
United States and kept alive the pioneering spirit 
of America’s female aviators. Thousands of 
supporters have volunteered their time, money, 
and enthusiasm to sustain the vision of our 
founding ARC Board of Directors. Today, the Air 
Race Classic is the longest running all-women 
transcontinental air race. Join the adventure and 
keep the ARC flying.

Preserving Womens Air Racing 

VELDA KING MAPELLI
1977-1984

PAT JETTON
1985-1987

ESTHER LOWRY SAFFORD
1988-1990 

BARBARA LEWIS
1991-1993

 

PAULINE GLASSON
1994-1996

GENIE RAE O’KELLY
1997-1999

DOTTIE ANDERSON
2000-2002

JUDITH BOLKEMA-TOKAR
2002-2005

VICKI HUNT
2005-2006 

VALDEEN WOOTON
2006-2007

MAROLYN WILSON
2008-2014

LARA GAERTE
2015-2023
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Air Race Classic History

Women’s air racing all started in 1929 with the First Women’s Air Derby. Twenty pilots raced 
from Santa Monica, CA to Cleveland, OH, site of the National Air Races. Racing continued 
through the ‘30’s and was renewed again after WWII when the All Women’s Transcontinen-
tal Air Race (AWTAR), better known as the Powder Puff Derby, came into being. The AWTAR 
held its 30th, final and commemorative flight in 1977. When the AWTAR was discontinued, 
the Air Race Classic, Ltd., (ARC) stepped in to continue the tradition of transcontinental 
speed competition for women pilots and staged its premier race. The Air Race Classic was 
reincorporated in 2002 into the Air Race Classic, Inc., a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization.

The early air races were the “on to” type, with noon 
and night control stops, and the contestants more 
or less stayed together. In that manner, weather and 
flying conditions were practically the same for each 
entrant and the race officials could release stand-
ings to the media after each day of racing.

The current race routes are approximately 2,400 
statute miles in length, and the contestants are usu-
ally given four days, flying VFR in daylight hours, to 
reach the terminus. Each plane is assigned a handi-
cap speed – and the goal is to have the actual ground 
speed be as far over the handicap speed as possible. 
The pilots are thus given the leeway to play the ele-
ments, holding out for better weather, winds, etc. 
The objective is to fly the “perfect” cross-country. In 
this type of race, the official standings cannot be 
released until the final entrant has crossed the fin-
ish line. Actually, the last arrival can be the winner.

Scoring techniques evolved over the years, and 
in 1952 the AWTAR began using the handicap sys-
tem of scoring. The Air Race Classic has contin-
ued to use this type of scoring throughout its his-
tory. The ’29-30’s races flew shorter legs and made 
more stops than the current races. Now the legs 
are 280 to 320 statute miles, and seven or eight  
control stops are designated for either landing or fly-
by. The race has been in 44 states, stopping in over 300  

cities, and Canada. The races are open to all women 
with fixed wing aircraft from 100 to 600 horsepower. 
In earlier days, the fastest airplane with no specified 
handicap was in a good position to win, if it held to-
gether over the long haul and there was no big navi-
gational error committed. Now the handicapping 
system is used – each plane flying against its own 
speed. Supposedly, any entry has an equal chance of 
victory, depending on the accuracy of the handicap-
ping. All participants are true winners in their own 
right, flying the best possible race.

At a time when some people are inclined to down-
play and have only negative views of general avia-
tion, it is encouraging each summer when dozens 
of women pilots casually get into their airplanes and 
safely race each other over trans-continental rout-
ings. There is a spirit of camaraderie in spite of the 
keen competition, and the Air Race Classic proves 
a boon to aviation in general. At the same time, it 
gives the fliers the opportunity to hone their flying 
techniques. Many other people are drawn into the 
annual events through sponsorship, ground/air as-
sistance, timing, officiating and as spectators.

Award wise, the Air Race Classic started in 1977 with 
an $8,550 purse for the top-ten crews, with addition-
al leg prizes for those finishing outside the selected 
group of ten. The awards have been increased over 
the years, so that the current top-ten purse is $20,500.

Over 40 years later, the Air Race Classic remains 
a venue for competitive flying. Louise Thaden is 
quoted as saying, “… added skills are developed, self 
confidence is increased and enduring friendships are 
made”. And Blanche Noyes added, “Flying is ageless.”

We are proud and honored to celebrate over 90 
years of women’s air racing! 

History courtesy of Glenn H. Buffington 
and Carolyn J. Van Newkirk, Ed.D.
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The Top Scoring Teams
Winning Teams receive the following cash prizes: 

2025 Awards

1ST Place $75 2ND Place $50 3RD Place $25

1ST Place $750

2ND Place $500

3RD Place $250

4TH Place $100

Leg Prizes
For each leg of the race, prizes are awarded to the three highest scoring teams  

(Top Scoring winners are not eligible).

Safety Prize
Teams that agree to their personal team minimums and complete and submit the ARC Team Minimum 
Contract will be entered into a random drawing. A cash prize of $100 will be awarded.
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 Winners of Past Derbys

2024 | 1ST  TEAM 201, Rebecca Cutri-Kohart & Byron Rodgers; 2ND TEAM 100, Natalie Hirneisen 
& Jennifer Allsop; 3RD TEAM 104, Alondra Lopez, Dalton Jamison & Garrett Willsea 

2022 | 1ST TEAM 116, Dee Bond & Kiera Vickery; 2ND TEAM 109, Amy Myzie, Lorraine Denby & 
Shelley Ewalt; 3RD  TEAM 111, Grace Johnson & Chloe Cady 

2021 | 1ST TEAM 49, Emma Hughes, Emily Hause & Regine Rose Acosta; 2ND TEAM 92, Stephanie 
Wells & June Stewart; 3RD  TEAM 82 | Gabrielle Thorp & Louise Vickerman 

Top Four of 2025

1ST | TEAM 105  
Slayforce One: Megan Fessler, Kierstyn Pierce & Connor Yeatman 

2ND | TEAM 106 
Little Yeagers: Christin Wisniewski, Christopher Lascelles & Hojean Jin 

3RD | TEAM 100 
Shake 'n' Bake: George Ludwiczak & Lucy Altwies

4TH | TEAM 107 

International Express: Bailey Broughton, Ruoyu Zhou & Juan Aguirre Gutierrez

Top Leg Winners of 2025

 1ST  LEG | TEAM 102 SMA Loons: Sue Tholan & Elizabeth Sprague

 2ND LEG | TEAM 102 SMA Loons: Sue Tholan & Elizabeth Sprague

 3RD LEG | TEAM 104 Tiger Lilies: Kaitlin Palmer & Annika York

 4TH LEG | TEAM  101 The Mainely Plane Janes: Lenora Lewis & Marisa Jordan

 5TH LEG | TEAM  109 Jet City Girls: Chelsea Olson & Hannah McMahon
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“ SiriusXM weather helps me with strategic planning 
when I’m flying my Mooney. On a flight to Hilton Head, 
I looked at the weather near my fuel stop and decided 
to keep flying to avoid getting stuck by the weather 
moving in.”

Alicia Sikes
~26,000 hours, ATP MEL, Commercial SEL, CFI, CFII,  
Ground Instructor – Basic, Advanced, Instrument
Type ratings B727, B737, B757/767, DC3, DC9, A320, BA3101
Major Airline Captain, Air Race Classic Safety Officer & Scoring Director, 
99s Chapter Scholarship Chair, Aeroclub of PA Board Member

Learn more at  
siriusxm.com/aviation or watch why 

Alicia flies with SiriusXM weather by 
scanning the QR code.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION: The SiriusXM Service may include traffic, weather and other content and emergency alert information and data. Such information and data is not for "safety for life," but is merely supplemental and 
advisory in nature, and therefore cannot be relied upon as safety critical in connection with any aircraft, sea craft, automobile, or any other usage. SiriusXM is not responsible for any errors or inaccuracies in the data services 
or their use. Service not available in AK or HI.

© 2025 Sirius XM Radio LLC. SiriusXM and all related logos are trademarks of Sirius XM Radio LLC. and its respective subsidiaries. All rights reserved. 

Alicia Sikes, Major Airline Captain & Mooney Pilot

SiriusXM gives
me choices.
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*Lycoming®* is a registered trademark of Textron Innovations Inc. Any reference to Lycoming®* or associated trademarks, word marks, and 
products is only for purposes of identifying engines with which Continental® FAA-approved Parts Manufacturer Approval (PMA) aftermarket 

parts are compatible, or for which Continental® offers maintenance services. Continental® is not connected to, affiliated with, or sponsored by 
Textron Innovations Inc., or Lycoming®* Engines, a Division of Avco Corporation, or any of their affiliate companies.

www.continental.aero

+1.251.930.4400

© 2025 Continental®. All rights reserved.

Your Aircraft,
Our Expertise

As a Factory Service Center for Cirrus®, Textron®, and 
Diamond Aircraft®, we specialize in installations and 

overhauls for Continental® and Lycoming®* engines, prop 
strike, lightning, airframe inspections, and avionics. With 

competitive pricing, our experienced experts are 
committed to getting you back in the air.

Live G P S  tracking for endurance sports  events  and 
individuals . C onnect your smartphone or satellite 
device to our software and share your adventures  
with friends  and family. F or more information: 

www.maprogress.com

Let us track your 
next event or 

adventure. Live.
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Celebrating 48 years of continuous women’s 

air racing, Air Race Classic is looking forward to a 

continued bright and successful future. To ensure 

this legacy, the Board of Directors has established 

an Endowment Fund with a goal of raising $500,000. 

“Those monies will be prudently invested, and 

once the goal is met, the principal will be retained, 

and revenue earned will be allocated to the Air 

Race Classic Board for distribution to help defray 

the costs of running this race,” said Carolyn Van 

Newkirk, former member of the Air Race Classic 

Board of Directors. “It is our hope that the legacy 

will last indefinitely.”

With your help, we can continue to be a part of  

aviation history, helping women pilots face new 

challenges, accomplish goals and share the experi-

ence. If you would like to help us keep the challenge 

alive by supporting the Air Race Classic with your  

contribution, send your donations to:

ARC ENDOWMENT FUND
Air Race Classic

2121 TW Alexander Dr, Ste 124 #292
Morrisville NC 27560

The Air Race Classic Endowment Fund
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Northwest Flight Service is proud to support the 
2025 Air Race Classic. 

We are the only authorized maintenance 
facility at the terminus location, 

Felts Field (KSFF) in Spokane, WA.

Northwest Flight Service is proud to support the 
2025 Air Race Classic. 

We are the only authorized maintenance 
facility at the terminus location, 

Felts Field (KSFF) in Spokane, WA.
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Join us next time for our
49TH ANNUAL AIR RACE CLASSIC

Summer of 2026

Check us out at airraceclassic.org

2026 Leg Lengths
1 KALN ST. LOUIS REGIONAL, ALTON | ST. LOUIS, IL --- nm --- sm

2 KFFT CAPITAL CITY AIRPORT, FRANKFORT, KY 246 283

3 KSPA SPARTANBURG DOWNTOWN, SPARTANBURG, SC 242 279

4 KDQH DOUGLAS MUNICIPAL, DOUGLAS, GA 211 243

5 KDCU PRYOR FIELD REGIONAL, DECATUR, AL 280 323

6 KMCB MCCOMB/PIKE COUNTY, MCCOMB, MS 274 315

7 KRUE RUSSELLVILLE REGIONAL, RUSSELLVILLE, AR 278 320

8 K59 AMELIA EARHART, ATCHISON, KS ** 277 319

9 KSTJ ROSECRANS MEMORIAL AIRPORT, ST JOSEPH, MO 17 20

10 KPDC PRAIRIE DU CHIEN MUNICIPAL, PRAIRIE DU CHIEN, WI 259 298

11 KMVN MOUNT VERNON AIRPORT, MOUNT VERNON, IL 300 345

** (Flyover Only)                                                                                                                     [Total Distance] 2,384 nm 2,743 sm


